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was still unsettled, there was great activity in learn-
ing, rehearsing, repeating, and discussing these sacred
books. But there was also considerable activity in
what we should now call a more literary direction.
There was a great love of poetry in the communities
among which Buddhism arose. The adherents of
the new faith found pleasure in putting into appro-
priate verse the feelings of enthusiasm and of ecstasy
which their faith inspired. When peculiarly happy
in their literary finish, or peculiarly rich in religious
feeling, such poems would not be lost. They would
be handed on from mouth to mouth in the small
companies of the Brethren or Sisters, and some of
them, either the oldest or the most popular, would
gradually come to inspire so much veneration, so
much love, that when the Canon was finally fixed,
they could scarcely be left out. The question where
to put them was however difficult. They could not,
except in a very few instances, be inserted either in
the books on the Rules of the Order, nor in the col-
lection of the Dialogues of the Master. They must
be added therefore either to the other parts of the
Sutta Pitaka in which the doctrine is set out, or to
the Abhidhamma where the psychological side of it
is enlarged upon in detail. It was not a point of
vital importance, and we need not be too much sur-
prised that some put these books as an appendix in
one place, and some in another.